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AGL Energy and Someva Renewables announce 
Pottinger Energy Park community funding 

AGL Energy and Someva Renewables 
have announced tens of millions in funding 
for the Hay Shire and Edward River Coun-
cils regions if the proposed Pottinger 
Energy Park proceeds.  

The funding was announced today during a 
community event in Booroorban last Thurs-
day. 

The bulk of the funding will be delivered 
via two voluntary planning agreements be-
tween Someva, AGL Energy and the two 
councils.  

Under the proposed agreements, funding 
will be delivered to both Hay Shire Council 
and Edward River Council throughout the 30-
year life of the proposed project.  

AGL and Someva also announced the crea-
tion of a dedicated First Nations Fund which 
would support First Nations initiatives in the 
region.  

The funding, which is contingent on the 1.2-
gigawatt (GW) project receiving approval 
from the NSW Government and reaching final 
investment decision, will go towards local 
community development, economic diversifi-
cation and infrastructure projects.  

In addition to the investment with local 
councils and the First Nations Fund, represen-
tatives from AGL Energy and Someva Renew-
ables also announced further funding 
partnerships with a number of local First Na-
tions and community organisations.  

Under the agreements, Giz A Break, Hay 
Inc and Deniliquin Local Aboriginal Land 
Council will share in $115,000 in funding to 
be delivered if the Pottinger Energy Park pro-
ceeds through the NSW Government’s renew-
able energy development process, expected 
later this year.  

Someva Renewables Managing Director 
Jamie Chivers said last week’s announcements 
come after two years of collaboration with the 
local community and demonstrates the long-
lasting benefits the Pottinger Energy Park 
aims to bring to the Riverina region.  

“Someva is excited to announce these fund-
ing partnerships as we believe it is critical the 
local community shares in the economic and 
social benefits that the Pottinger Energy Park 
could create.  

“Today’s announcement is another impor-
tant milestone in the development of the Pot-
tinger Energy Park and highlights the broad 
community support this project enjoys,” Mr 
Chivers said.  

“The funding aims to support the sustain-
ability and prosperity of the region by boost-
ing local youth employment and training, 
enhancing community resilience and improv-
ing local infrastructure. It also aims to protect 
country and First Nations cultural heritage, 
while improving employment and economic 
outcomes for First Nations people.” 

AGL General Manager, Energy Hubs, Tra-
vis Hughes said if successful, the Pottinger 
Energy Park could be a landmark devel-
opment for the Riverina region, bolstered by 
last week’s funding announcement.  

“We hope this funding will help with infras-
tructure, First Nations programs, and training 
and job opportunities for the local com-
munity,” Mr Hughes said. 

“We are committed to working closely with 
communities across the Riverina to ensure this 
project not only brings renewable energy to 
the region, but also creates jobs and socio-eco-
nomic development.”  

Hay Shire Mayor, Cr Carol Oataway said 
the Hay community supports the development 
of renewable energy in the region, recognising 
the opportunities and impacts that will be re-
alised in the community.  

“We want to ensure that the clean energy 
transition happens with our community and 
not to us, ensuring the overall experience is 
positive.  

“We look forward to working with the clean 
energy industry to ensure the opportunity is 
maximised for the Hay community.”  

Edward River Mayor Cr Peta Betts said Ed-
ward River Council was united with Hay Shire 
Council in its support for renewable energy 
development.  

“The proposed Pottinger Energy Park prom-
ises to usher in a new era of sustainable pros-
perity for our community, with substantial 
funding poised to drive local development, 
economic growth, and infrastructure enhance-
ment for the Edward River region,” Cr Betts 
added. 

The Pottinger Energy Park project is located 
in the Hay Shire Council and Edward River 
Council regions. The project aims to generate 
up to 1.2 GW of wind and 300 megawatts 
(MW) of solar energy supported by a 500 
MW/2000 MWh battery energy storage sys-
tem – enough to power up to 830,000 average 
NSW homes.  

The project is located 60km south of Hay 
and 75km north of Deniliquin and is named 
after the local Pottinger family – one of the 
first families to install and maintain windmills 
in the region.  

Also attending the community event at 
Booroorban on Thursday was the granddaugh-
ter of Manny Pottinger who installed and 
maintained many of the windmills.  

Janice Barratt (nee Pottinger) and her hus-
band Alan travelled from Melbourne for the 
event. They were joined by Phillip Rose who 
worked with Mr Pottinger, and his wife Dale 
from Conargo. 

Lecroma co-founder and co-CEO, Greg Ley with granddaughter of Manny Pottinger, 
Janice Barratt (centre). With them are Janice’s husband, Alan and Dale and Phillip Rose 
(Conargo). Phillip worked on many windmills in the region with Mr Pottinger.

Tens of millions of funding were announced at Booroorban on Thursday if the proposed Pot-
tinger Energy Park proceeds. Pictured (from left) are Tim Mead (Development Director  
Someva Renewables) Markus Brokhof AGL Chief Operating Officer), Mark Dalzell (Acting 
CEO Edward River Council), Cr Peta Betts (Mayor Edward River Council), David Webb (Hay 
Shire Council General Manager), Cr Carol Oataway (Hay Mayor), Jamie Chivers (Managing 
Director Someva Renewables) and Felicity Stening (Director of Community and Government 
Engagement.) Images Margie McClelland.

Booroorban landholders, Bill Hooke, Dianne and Nick Morona and Duncan Fraser.

Million dollar handshakes between Markus 
Brokhof (AGL) Jamie Chivers (Somewa) and 
David Webb (Hay Shire Council).
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