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Media release – Thursday 11 April 2024 

 
AGL Energy and Someva Renewables announce community funding as part of 
Pottinger Energy Park 
 
AGL Energy and Someva Renewables have announced tens of millions in funding for the 
Hay Shire Council and Edward River Council regions if the proposed Pottinger Energy Park 
proceeds.  
 
Announced today during a community event in Booroorban, the bulk of the funding will be 
delivered via two voluntary planning agreements between Someva, AGL Energy and the two 
councils. Under the proposed agreements, funding will be delivered to both the Hay Shire 
Council and Edward River Council throughout the 30-year life of the proposed project. AGL 
and Someva also announced the creation of a dedicated First Nations Fund which would 
support First Nations initiatives in the region.  
 
The funding, which is contingent on the 1.2-gigawatt (GW) project receiving approval from 
the NSW Government and reaching final investment decision, will go towards local 
community development, economic diversification and infrastructure projects.  
 
In addition to the investment with local councils and the First Nations Fund, representatives 
from AGL Energy and Someva Renewables also announced further funding partnerships 
with a number of local First Nations and community organisations. Under the agreements, 
Giz A Break, Hay Inc and Deniliquin Local Aboriginal Land Council will share in $115,000 in 
funding to be delivered if the Pottinger Energy Park proceeds through the NSW 
Government’s renewable energy development process, expected later this year. 
 
Someva Renewables Managing Director Jamie Chivers said today’s announcements come 
after two years of collaboration with the local community and demonstrates the long-lasting 
benefits the Pottinger Energy Park aims to bring to the Riverina region. 
 
“Someva is excited to announce these funding partnerships as we believe it is critical the 
local community shares in the economic and social benefits that the Pottinger Energy Park 
could create. Today’s announcement is another important milestone in the development of 
the Pottinger Energy Park and highlights the broad community support this project enjoys,” 
said Mr Chivers.  
 
“The funding announced today aims to support the sustainability and prosperity of the region 
by boosting local youth employment and training, enhancing community resilience and 
improving local infrastructure. The funding also aims to protect country and First Nations 
cultural heritage, while improving employment and economic outcomes for First Nations 
people,” said Mr Chivers.  
 
AGL General Manager, Energy Hubs, Travis Hughes said: “If successful, the Pottinger 
Energy Park could be a landmark development for the Riverina region, bolstered by today’s 
funding announcement for Hay Shire Council, Edward River Council and local First Nations 
organisations. We hope this funding will help with infrastructure, First Nations programs, and 
training and job opportunities for the local community. We are committed to working closely 
with communities across the Riverina to ensure this project not only brings renewable 
energy to the region, but also creates jobs and socio-economic development.”  

https://www.gizabreak.org.au/
https://www.hayinc.com.au/
https://alc.org.au/land_council/deniliquin/


Hay Shire Mayor Cr. Carol Oataway said: “The Hay community supports the development of 
renewable energy in the region, recognising the opportunities and impacts that will be 
realised in our community. We want to ensure that the clean energy transition happens with 
our community and not to us, ensuring the overall experience is positive. We look forward to 
working with the clean energy industry to ensure the opportunity is maximised for the Hay 
community.” 
 
Edward River Mayor Cr. Peta Betts said Edward River Council was united with Hay Shire 
Council in its support for renewable energy development. Cr. Betts said: “The proposed 
Pottinger Energy Park promises to usher in a new era of sustainable prosperity for our 
community, with substantial funding poised to drive local development, economic growth, 
and infrastructure enhancement for the Edward River region.” 
 
The Pottinger Energy Park project is located in the Hay Shire Council and Edward River 
Council regions. The project aims to generate up to 1.2 GW of wind and 300 megawatts 
(MW) of solar energy supported by a 500 MW/2000 MWh battery energy storage system – 
enough to power up to 830,000 average NSW homes.  
 
The project is located 60km south of Hay and 75km north of Deniliquin and is named after 
the local Pottinger family – one of the first families to install and maintain windmills in the 
region. To find out more about the Pottinger Energy Park visit: 
somevarenewables.com.au/pottinger.   
 
ENDS 
 
For an interview with Someva Renewables’ Managing Director Jamie Chivers contact: 

• Chris Williams – chris@kaizenco.au / 0480 386 879 
 
About AGL Energy  

At AGL, we believe energy makes life better and are passionate about powering the way 
Australians live.  Proudly Australian for 185 years, AGL supplies around 4.3 million1 energy 
and telecommunications customer services. AGL is committed to providing our customers 
simple, fair and accessible essential services as they decarbonise and electrify the way they 
live, move and work. AGL operates Australia’s largest private electricity generation portfolio 
within the National Electricity Market, comprising coal and gas-fired generation, renewable 
energy sources such as wind, hydro and solar, batteries and other firming technology, and 
gas production and storage assets. We are building on our history as one of Australia’s 
leading private investors in renewable energy to now lead the business of transition to a 
lower emissions, affordable and smart energy future in line with the goals of our Climate 
Transition Action Plan. We’ll continue to innovate in energy and other essential services to 
enhance the way Australians live, and to help preserve the world around us for future 
generations. 
 
For more information visit agl.com.au 
 
About Someva Renewables  

Someva Renewables is an 100% Australian-owned, NSW-based renewable energy 
company that works with landowners, communities, and industry leaders to deliver the clean, 
affordable and reliable energy that will power Australia’s future. Someva carefully selects 
renewable energy projects before working with communities, leading technical advisors and 
industry partners, to deliver truly industry-leading renewable energy projects.  
 
For more information, visit somevarenewables.com.au. 

 
1 Services to customers number is as at 31 December 2023. 
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